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the place or by the natives; the island was "far less
beautiful than the Marquesas or Tahiti; a more gentle
scene, gentler acclivities, a tamer face of nature; and
this much aided, for the wanderer, by the great Ger-
man plantations, with their countless regular avenues
of palms." Nor was he "specially attracted by the
people; but they are courteous; the women very attrac-
tive, and dress lovely; the men purposelike, well set
up, tall, lean, and dignified/'

In the end of December he made a boat expedition
with Mr. Clarke some dozen miles to the east, partly
on mission business, and partly on his own account
to visit Tamasese, the chief whom the Germans had
formerly set up as king; not long afterwards he made
a similar journey to the west to Malua, where the
London Mission have long had a training college for
native students. It was on this latter occasion that he
was first introduced to the natives by the Rev. J. E.
Newell as " Tusitala^ " Tbe Writer of Tales:9 the
name by which he was afterwards most usually known
in Samoa. Here he gave an address which was trans-
lated for their benefit;1 and a few days later he deliv-
ered a lecture in Apia upon his travels, on behalf of a
native church, Dr. Stuebel taking the chair.

From his notes made on the first expedition I draw
one or two passages, descriptive of Samoan customs
and of Samoan scenery, which is nowhere more beau-
tiful than in the inlet he then visited.

"Dec. 31, '89.

" At the mission station, the most enchanting scene:
troops of children and young girls in that enchanting

1 Appendix A.
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